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2008 LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY

This year, the Rhode Island Coaliti on Against Domesti c Violence (RICADV), its member 
agencies, and Sisters Overcoming Abusive Relati onships (SOAR) fought to preserve funding 
for services and to increase batt erer accountability within the judiciary system.  The RICADV 
coordinated six lobby days where staff , board members, survivors and volunteers from local 
domesti c violence agencies met with their elected offi  cials to discuss the true impact of 
budget cuts on their consti tuents. RICADV also resubmitt ed its Clarifi cati on bill and stood 
with our allies as they fought to increase batt erer accountability in the courts, and ensure 
that all residents of Rhode Island can live in safety.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BILL THAT PASSED 

S2501 / H7176 An Act RelAting to cRiminAl pRoceduRe, 
eldeR Violence
RICADV has acti vely supported this bill for several years and is very pleased to see that 
protecti ons have been expanded for elder victi ms of abuse. This bill grants elder victi ms of 
crime the right to a speedy trial by requiring judges to consider the impact a conti nuance 
would have on the victi m, and it protects elders from being fi nancially exploited by a person 
in a “positi on of trust and confi dence.” This new law will be of great benefi t to elderly 
victi ms of abuse as they are adversely aff ected by a lengthy case. Many face extra challenges 
coming to court due to disabiliti es, or the stress of a case may have ill eff ects upon their 
health. Further, language that directly confronts fi nancial exploitati on is parti cularly relevant 
to this populati on as they may exist on a fi xed income and any decrease in funds is oft en 
irretrievable.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE BILLS THAT DID NOT PASS

S2705 / H7307 clARificAtion Bill: An Act RelAting to cRiminAl 
pRoceduRe, domeStic Violence pReVention Act
This year RICADV once again placed the Clarifi cati on Bill, a bill which would restore the 
Domesti c Violence Preventi on Act’s enhanced penalti es, as its top priority. This act would 
have clarifi ed that all second domesti c violence off enses including pett y misdemeanors were 
eligible for enhanced penalti es. 

S2025 An Act RelAting to cRiminAl pRoceduRe, 
domeStic Violence pReVention Act
RICADV supported this bill as it would have required all law enforcement cadets to receive 
training on the connecti on between domesti c violence and other forms of abuse, as a part of 
their existi ng training curriculum.

S2507 / H 7177 An Act RelAting to cRiminAl pRoceduRe, 
diSpoSition of domeStic Violence cASeS
The Att orney General’s offi  ce put forward a bill which proposed a mandatory $250 assessment 
for those convicted of a crime of domesti c violence occurring in the physical or audible 
presence of a child. RICADV supported this bill as it recognized the eff ects domesti c violence 
has upon children in the home. 

IMMIGRATION

Victi ms of domesti c violence who have immigrated to this country face unique challenges when leaving a violent relati onship 
and are parti cularly vulnerable as there are multi ple barriers to reaching out for help. Abusers can use their partner’s status 
as an immigrant against them by keeping important documents such as bank records, visas or birth certi fi cates away from 
their partners. These documents can be diffi  cult and expensive to obtain copies of, and they may be the only proof that 
an immigrant has of his or her legal status. Both documented and undocumented victi ms of domesti c violence fear the 
threat of deportati on, but to undocumented citi zens this signifi cant fear impacts how they lead their lives. For example, 
undocumented immigrants are fearful that police may report them to ICE (Immigrati on and Customs Enforcement) during 
the course of an investi gati on. This fear oft en prevents them from reaching out for help when they are victi mized. 

Recognizing the parti cular needs of this group of victi ms of domesti c violence, RICADV partnered this year with a new 
coaliti on of community organizati ons: Immigrants United. RICADV supported its legislati ve platf orm of bills designed to 
protect immigrant rights and to promote public safety by educati ng law enforcement on immigrati on law and by restricti ng 
police from unnecessarily probing into a person’s immigrati on status.  RICADV also worked with Immigrants United to 
oppose bills designed to further isolate and oppress the immigrant populati on in Rhode Island. 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP

Contact your State Senator and Representati ve and tell 
them how important domesti c violence services are to 
you and your community. 

Remember, November 4th is electi on day. Make sure your 
voice is heard by registering to vote and check to see if 
your polling place has moved. 

If you need to learn who your elected offi  cials are or to 
fi nd your local polling place go to the Secretary of State’s 
website:

www.sec.state.ri.us/vic/

Sign RICADV’s peti ti on to restore funding to community 
service grants or share your story by going to RICADV’s 
website:

 www.ricadv.org

Keep current on the Domesti c Violence movement in 
Rhode Island. Our website has updates on events, trainings 
and legislati ve happenings. 

SPECIAL THANKS

When refl ecti ng on this diffi  cult legislati ve session, 
RICADV would like to acknowledge the support given by 
our community allies. 

A special thanks must also be given to the dedicated staff , 
volunteers and board members of our member agencies. 
The individuals making up these excepti onal programs 
never cease to amaze us with their compassion, strength 
and kindness. 

The Rhode Island Coaliti on Against Domesti c Violence 
is made up of its six member agencies and task force of 
survivors:

Blackstone Valley Advocacy Center

Domesti c Violence Resource Center 
of South County

Elizabeth Buff um Chace Center

Sojourner House 

Women’s Center of Rhode Island

Women’s Resource Center 
of Newport and Bristol Counti es

SOAR
Sisters Overcoming Abusive Relati onships



CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILL THAT PASSED 

S2021/ H7224: An Act Relating to Criminal Offenses, Computer Crime

This year the RICADV was very pleased to see that the definition of cyberstalking was changed to keep current with 
technology. Stalking is a serious crime and often batterers will use computers, phones and other electronic devices 
as a tool to harass their current or former partner. 

CRIMINAL JUSTICE BILLS THAT DID NOT PASS 

S2306 An Act Relating to Criminal Procedure, Sentence and Execution

This bill required that presentence reports, drafted by probation and parole before a defendant is sentenced to 
a felony, to include a victim’s statement, a report on any injuries and a report on the victim’s present condition 
in the months since the crime.  Such requirements would have institutionalized the victim’s voice in sentencing 
determinations.

H7131 An Act Relating to Criminal Offenses, Assaults 
Currently, Rhode Island’s felony assault laws are only applicable to assaults causing serious bodily injury, a narrow 
definition which does not include injuries that cause temporary loss or impairment. This bill proposed to make 
any assault or battery that causes significant bodily injury a felony punishable by up to three years in prison thus 
holding perpetrators of such assaults accountable for their violent behavior. 

S 2242 / H 7290 AN ACT RELATING TO COURTS AND CIVIL PROCEDURE, COURTS
There are many challenges to leaving an abusive relationship: fear of retaliation, fear that the abuser may harm the children 
and economic concerns are commonly mentioned obstacles. However, one fear that is quite common but not as discussed 
is fear for the safety of the victim’s pets. This bill recognized that many victims of domestic violence fear for their pet’s 
safety by permitting the District Court or the Family Court to include provisions for the care, custody and control of a pet 
in a restraining order. 

S 2318 / H 7645 AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES- DOMESTIC VIOLENCE
This bill would have transferred the domestic violence training and monitoring unit from the court system’s budget to the 
police officers commission on standards and training budget and would have shifted the domestic abuse court advocacy 
project to the Rhode Island Justice Commission.

S 2817 / H 8180 AN ACT RELATING TO ELECTIONS 
ADDRESS CONFIDENTIALITY OF DOMESTIC VIOLENCE VICTIMS
Upon leaving an abuser many victims of domestic violence find it necessary to keep their new address confidential in order 
to avoid further abuse. Rhode Island already protects victims by keeping their addresses confidential in its voter registry. 
This bill would have expanded those protections to other registered voters living with a victim of domestic violence. 

S 2168 AN ACT RELATING TO CRIMINAL OFFENSES, WEAPONS
RICADV knows that guns and domestic violence are a lethal mixture. This bill would have encouraged victims to own guns 
by expanding the license or permit to carry a pistol or revolver to include people who have been issued protective orders, 
and would require that the permit be delivered to applicants within 10 business days. While RICADV recognizes a person’s 
constitutional right to own a gun, we opposed this bill because it could jeopardize victims.

THE BUDGET

When the General Assembly began its term this year our legislators promised Rhode Islanders that the economic pain felt 
during these difficult financial times would be shared equally. Unfortunately, human service agencies were deeply hurt 
by the cuts to Community Service Grants. For RICADV’s six member agencies these cuts entailed a 50% loss of funding to 
two key programs, the Court Advocacy and Children Who Witness programs, or a total loss to domestic violence services 
of over $400,000.   

COURT ADVOCACY PROGRAM

The RICADV’s six member agencies provide victims 
of domestic violence with court advocates in each 
courthouse. In accordance with the Domestic Violence 
Protection Act, these advocates assist victims with 
restraining orders, offer referrals and help victims 
navigate through the court system. 

Even though domestic violence criminal cases have 
risen by 14% since 2005, the program has endured 
repeated cuts since 2006. This year the Court 
Advocacy program suffered a devastating 50% cut. 

Due to this dramatic decrease in funding, RICADV and its six member agencies have had to lay off staff and cut back on 
victim services.

CHILDREN WHO WITNESS PROGRAM

In 2001, The General Assembly passed a bill establishing a 
program within the Department of Human Services to assist 
children who witness domestic violence.  Even though the 
program was never fully funded, our six member agencies have 
been able to hire advocates to help children who witnessed 
domestic violence in their homes. During the past three years 
the number of children helped by this program has risen 32%. 
Despite this, the General Assembly devastated the program this 
year by cutting its funds in half resulting in a loss of services for 
these at-risk children. 

ECONOMIC JUSTICE

Economic dependence on an abuser is often one of the reasons victims of domestic violence feel trapped in their abusive 
relationships.  Once a victim finds freedom from the abuse, he or she finds that the cost of living is just too steep. Victims 
find themselves not knowing where their next meal will come from or how they will pay the rent.  Many have to choose 
between a life free from violence or the economic stability the abuser may be able to provide.  Realizing this, the RICADV 
fought for legislation to preserve services designed to assist low income individuals achieve economic self sufficiency 
during these difficult economic times, ensuring that all victims of domestic violence had access to a social safety net.

Unfortunately, this year the General Assembly implemented an ideological, not just a fiscal, change to the Family 
Independence Program, FIP, which is the state’s cash assistance welfare program. The transformation from FIP to the 
Rhode Island Works Program represents a shift away from providing low income people with the tools necessary to become 
economically self sufficient to a program designed to force recipients to work regardless of whether they have the skills to 
become gainfully employed in this failing economy. Due to these cuts the Poverty Institute projects that 5,000 current FIP 
recipients, many of whom are children, will be dropped from the program over the next few months.


